Ficus talbotii King (Moraceae), earlier known only from Peninsular India, is extended its distribution to Andaman Islands. A detailed description, illustration, field and SEM images and distribution are provided.
Introduction
Ficus L. is one of the largest genera in India, represented by 91 species and 24 infra-specific taxa, and distributed mainly in the northeast and peninsular regions and Andaman and Nicobar Islands of the country (Chaudhary et al., 2012) . During the plant exploration in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, the first author collected some interesting Ficus specimens from Kalpong forest area in North Andamans in March 2016. After critical examination of fresh and herbarium specimens, including type material housed in various herbaria (CAL, MH and BSI) and perusal of literature (King, 1887 (King, -1888 (King, , 1888 Corner, 1965; Berg, 2007) , these interesting specimens were identified as Ficus talbotii King, a monoecious species belonging to the subgenus Urostigma. This species was not reported from Andaman and Nicobar Islands by earlier workers (Parkinson, 1923; Tiwari et al., 2014; Murugan et al., 2016) and hitherto known only from peninsular India. It was also found that there were no earlier collections of this species at PBL. Therefore, the present collection is a new distributional record for Andaman Islands. A detailed description, illustration, field, micro-morphological and SEM images of floral parts are provided for the first time. Tree, to 20 m high, hemi-epiphytic, monoecious; aerial roots absent or very few; branchlets slightly angular to subterete, puberulolus or sub-tomentose when young, glabrous at maturity; latex milky white, abundant; bark smooth, greyish, whitish or yellowish; wood soft, white, turning yellow. Leaves simple, alternate, elliptic to ovate or oblong, 6-12 × 3.5-6 cm, narrowed, acute to rounded at base, entire to slightly undulate and slightly revolute or flat at margins, caudate-acuminate at apex with 1.2-2 cm long acumen, subcoriaceous, glabrous, dark green and shining above, pale beneath; basal veins 3-5; lateral veins 7-10 pairs, nearly parallel, looped at margins; tertiary veins subscalariform; cystoliths only on upper surface (hypergenous), sparsely on lower surface; petioles 2-3.5 cm long, 1.5-2 mm thick, glabrous, channelled, articulated; stipules ovate-lanceolate, 3-9 mm long, pubescent or subtomentose, semi-persistent. Receptacles sessile, axillary, in pairs, rarely 1 or 3 or 4 in clusters below the leaves, obovoid, obconical or subglobose, 3-5 mm across, puberulous when young, glabrous at maturity, greenish yellow or with brown dots at maturity; basal bracts 3, free, subequal, ovate-acute or triangular, 1.3-2 mm across, glabrous or puberulous, persistent; ostiole slightly depressed up to 0.5 mm or convex to flat, opened; ostiolar bracts 3, ovate-obtuse, 0.6-1.2 mm long, glabrous, brown; internal ostiolar bracts few, ovate-obtuse or rounded, 0.8-1 mm across, glabrous, pale or brownish; interfloral bracts lanceolate, 0.7-0.9 mm long, glabrous, white. Male flowers: few, near ostiole, sessile, 0.8-1 mm long; tepals 3, free, broadly ovate or oblong, 0.7-0.9 mm long, glabrous, white; stamen 1, 0.6-0.7 mm long; anther oblong, 0.5-0.6 × 0.2-0.3 mm. Gall flowers: subsessile or pedicellate, 1.2-1.4 mm long; pedicels 0.2-0.3 mm long; tepals 3, free, ovate-elliptic or lanceolate, 0.8-0.9 mm long, glabrous, whitish; ovary obovoid or ovoid, narrowed at ends, 0.3-0.5 mm across, smooth; style terminal, to 0.5 mm long, glabrous; stigma simple, acute or blunt. Female flowers: many, sessile, 1-1.6 mm long; tepals 3, free, ovate-acute, 0.5-0.7 mm long, glabrous, white; ovary ovoid or globose, 0.3-0.4 mm across, smooth, yellowish white; style lateral, 0.9-1.2 mm long, glabrous, brownish; stigma simple, acute or blunt. Achenes ovoid or obovoid, 0.4-1 mm across, tuberculate, white or brown.
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